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Asset Management Business — Top Message

Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Asset Management

B SUMITOMO MITSUI TRUST ASSET MANAGEMENT

All over the world, there are efforts to reassess

the meaning and mission of the company and work.
Discussions of “achieving a carbon-neutral society by
2050" are not unrelated to this. More than ever, | feel
that the first step in this process, which is to reconsider
the relationship among oneself, company, and society,
is beginning to turn into a major movement.

As a responsible institutional investor, the mission of
Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Asset Management Co., Ltd. is
to support clients achieve their future goals and visions
through asset management.

Through this mission, stewardship activities such as
contributing to enhancing corporate value through
dialogue with investee companies and promoting
activities in the ESG area are extremely important, and
going forward, we shall diligently continue our efforts
to improve in this domain.

Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Asset Management has
been a signatory to the UN Principles for Responsible
Investment (PRI) since its inception in 2006, and has
many years of experience dealing with companies and
society in these areas. In addition to our Japan equity
impact investment fund, which began its investments in
October 2019, we have also launched a foreign equity
impact investment fund, which is ready to be offered to
our clients.

We also actively participate in overseas engagement
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activities from an early stage and have served as the
lead manager in a PRI working group. As of March
31, 2022, we are a member of 16 international ESG
advocacy organizations and are active on a global
level. While working with overseas asset owners and
management companies, in addition to expressing our
opinion as a Japanese asset management company,
we also incorporate the knowledge gained through our
advanced overseas ESG activities into our engagement
activities with Japanese companies.

We are also working daily to develop new investment
methods and improve the quality of our investment
products, with a focus on data science initiatives that
utilize technologies such as machine learning and rely
on alternative data disparate from traditional financial
information, and are committed to providing high-qual-
ity investment opportunities and investment products
to support clients achieve their future goals and visions.

At Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Asset Management, we
aspire to pioneer the possibilities of the future and
foster a truly prosperous society. In order to make this
a reality, we will continue to provide solutions from a
long-term perspective as a member of a trust bank
group. At the same time, as an independent asset
management company that is indispensable to our
clients, we shall do our utmost to grow the value of the

assets entrusted to us over the long term.

Nikko Asset Management
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Nikko Asset Management

Nikko Asset Management is a global asset manager,
headquartered in Japan and with a strong domestic
business foundation. This is complemented with a rap-
idly expanding international presence, with operations
in a total of 11 countries, forming a fully aligned and
integrated matrix creating powerful synergy between
our Japan and international offices.

In Japan, we have a well-established and intermedi-
ated retail business, and a growing institutional busi-
ness. On the international side, our business goes
beyond investment capability for Japanese clients,
and includes our broad suite of innovative investment
solutions across Japan, Asian and Global equity, Asian
and Global Fixed Income, and Global Multi-Asset that
are tailored to the needs of clients in each region.
Thanks to this flexible approach, our institutional,
intermediary and ETF businesses are also growing
outside Japan. Our combined global growth strategy
is built on expanding in Japan, while expanding our
overseas business by adding to our distribution net-
work and continuously developing innovative invest-
ment solutions.

We are committed to putting our clients first,
with fiduciary and ESG (Environment, Social and
Governance) principles at the heart of everything we
do. We integrate ESG into the investment decision

making process, underscored by constant efforts to
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earn exceptional returns. Sustainability is another key
to our continued success, and we foster a corporate
culture that supports this in all we do.

We also place an emphasis on Digital Transformation
(DX) and will redouble these efforts to better support
our clients and business partners to meet the needs of
a rapidly changing investment landscape.

Finally, Nikko AM has an open-door culture that
encourages diversity of thought and open discussion.
This is what drives our innovation and growth, and we
are committed to reinforcing this culture.

All of us at Nikko AM look forward to continuing to
fulfil our fiduciary duty and strive to deliver sustainable

returns while benefiting the greater society.
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